CHAPTER-4
APPROACH TO GOD

COMMON FEATURES

According to the three religions, Hinduism, Christianity and Islam, the ultimate
purpose of life is to attain Salvation, in other words, to reach the abode of God and
be near Him for ever. Hence the need for efforts to approach God, The three
religions affirm that God may be approached through daily prayer, good deeds and
correct performance of one's duties. They place righteousness (the second and
third methods) over piety (the first item) in its ability to lead man to Heaven, the
abode of God. Each person is accountable for his or her deeds and must face the
judgement of God. Besides, the three religions also advocate an alternate path for
approaching God, which is called sanyas in Hinduism, mysticism in Christianity
and tassawuf in Islam.

SPECIAL FEATURES :
(1) Hinduism

In Hinduism, Moksha or deliverance from the cycle of births and deaths, means
the merger of the human soul (Atma) with the Supreme (Paramatma). Though this
word is often translated into English as Salvation, it must be remembered that the
Semitic concept of salvation is entirely different as the latter is not derived from the
theory of rebirth after death. Hindus believe that God appears before a devotee in
the,form he desires to worship and thus invokes Him. He becomes Saguna and
Saakaara. In other words, man is free to worship God in the form of an idol,
embodying one or more manifestations of God's myriad aspects. This led to the
concept of Ishta Daivata (the chosen god or goddess), which in turn brought about
great catholicity and complexity of worship among the Hindus. Emphasis is on
individual prayer and worship. According to tradition, the upper caste Hindus (Dwijas)
are required to offer prayers (Sandhya Vandanam) three times every day,,at dawn,
noon and dusk. The others have no fixed timings for their prayers. Visits tcHemples
and holy places and congregational worship are optional. Bhajans or musical
prayers are popular. Further, good or righteous deeds are defined 6r,.iinderstood
according to the times, places and contexts, as thes%'> factors are all subject to
change. Great importance is attached to appropriate pronunciation and interpretation
of Sanskrit verses and the accompanying rituals. These beliefs gave great power to
the priestly classes, learned men and saints. They also gave rise to different schools
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